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Welcome to the latest BSG newsletter, the first newsletter I have produced as BSG 
PG Forum Chair!  
  
This newsletter includes some great blog posts on techniques for geomorphological 
research, reports on various conferences and some advice on teaching geomorphology. For 
the full blog posts as soon as we publish them follow us on Twitter and Facebook. We have 
also joined the world of Instagram (@bsgpostgrads) so follow us for some wonderful 
geomorphological photos from around the world! 
  
Since the last newsletter your forum have been busy attending conferences, writing papers, 
going on fieldwork, representing you throughout the BSG, and lots more. Check out what 
they’ve been up to on Page 4. 
  
Lastly, we want to get you more involved in your PG Forum – what would you like advice on? 
What would you like us to be doing? Blog posts, field trips, social events – what sounds good 
to you? If you have any suggestions for how we can make the forum even better then contact 
me using the details below.  
  
Enjoy the newsletter, 
  
Morgan  
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Our new postgraduate rep: 

Hi, I’m Scott from the University of Leeds. My PhD is 
investigating the importance of supraglacial ponds and ice cliffs 
on debris-covered Himalayan glaciers. Thermal energy absorbed 
by ponds and exposed ice cliffs creates locally high melt rates 
where melt is otherwise limited by the surrounding debris 
cover, which insulates the ice beneath. My field site is the 
Khumbu Glacier, which is the highest glacier in the world and 
flows down from Mount Everest. The work will improve future 
meltwater runoff forecasts from Himalayan glaciers and identify 
how smaller supraglacial ponds can coalesce to form a large 
glacial lake, which can represent an outburst flood hazard in 
some circumstances.  

DON’T FORGET !! 
 
• The 2015 BSG AGM is fast approaching! We will be having a PG meet 

up during the conference and will post more details nearer the time on 
Twitter and Facebook.  

  
• Grant deadlines for PG conference and travel grants are 30th 

September and 31st January every year, so get writing! 
  

• Nominate a fellow postgraduate for the Dick Chorley award – see the 
last page of the newsletter for details.  

Hey! I’m Rachel, a first year PhD student at the University of 
Manchester. My project investigates the fluvial sedimentary record 
of Manchester, the first industrial city, paying particular attention 
to sediment quality and quantity and the spatial and temporal 
trends over the past 200 years. The aim is to reconstruct historical 
contamination inputs and fluxes and modifications to the river 
network as a result of the pioneering industrial expansion. My 
project will also examine to what extent a legacy of this is evident 
in present-day bed sediments after remediation work has tackled 
water quality.  

Scott Watson, University of Leeds 

Rachel Hurley, University of Manchester  
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It’s been a busy Summer ! 
 
 The Postgraduate reps have been busy with conferences, fieldwork, 
science fairs and paper writing. We’ve managed to squeeze in some 
non-work stuff too, including going on holiday, moving house, getting 
married and training for an Ironman! Here is a selection of the things 
we’ve been up… Why don’t you send us a photo of which sums up your 
summer, via Twitter, Instagram or Facebook.  
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Featured Postgraduate Blog: 
 
From now on we will be featuring a blog made by a postgraduate in 
each of our newsletters which we think is particularly interesting or 
useful for the BSG PG community. This time we thought we would stay 
close to home and feature our very own Scott Watson and his website 
Rocky Glaciers.  
 
 
 

 

Rocky Glaciers is a website aiming to 
disseminate Scott and his co-workers research 
in the Himalaya to other researchers, as well 
as teachers and school children. Although 
fairly new, there are some great articles on 
recent publications, scientific methods used,  
and you can explore a 3D model of Khumbu 
Glacier. It is also tipped to be the blog to go to 
for investigating debris-covered glaciers in the 
future! 

 
Do you have a favourite blog or website, produced by a fellow 
postgraduate? Whether it is based on disseminating research 
or a blog about day-to-day life as a postgrad, we would like to 
hear about it. Please send us a link to the blog on Facebook or 
Twitter. 
 

Scott is always looking 
for contributors, so 
check out the website 
and have a think if you 
have anything you could 
add. You don’t have to 
work in the Himalaya – 
all rocky glaciers are 
good! 
 
 

http://rockyglaciers.co.uk/
http://rockyglaciers.co.uk/
http://rockyglaciers.co.uk/
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Beyond your Ph.D.... 
 

Not sure about how to go about getting a Post-doc position, or are you 
considering industry? We want to help you decide. In each newsletter we 
will be featuring someone who had been there, done that, to provide some 
insight into the next step. This month Dr. Ann Rowan, a PDRA at the 
University of Sheffield, sheds some light on what comes next… To read the 
full article go to our website.  

Got a colleague or friend who has finished their Ph.D. 
recently and landed themselves a job of some kind?  
We would like to hear about them – send us a 
message on Facebook, Twitter, or email Morgan on 
mog2@aber.ac.uk 

I‘m a research fellow in the Department of 
Geography at the University of Sheffield 
investigating how climate change affects 
mountain glacier dynamics and catchment 
hydrology in the Himalaya. I finished my PhD 
at the University of Manchester in 2012, and 
before that studied BSc Geology, also at 
Manchester. 
My PhD investigated the impact of Quaternary 
glacial–interglacial cycles of discharge and 
sediment flux in the Southern Alps of New 
Zealand. I collected field data, learnt useful 
technical skills (luminescence dating, 
numerical modelling), did an industry 
internship and took part in interesting summer 
schools. While I was writing up, I applied for 
an advertised fellowship at Aberystwyth 
University, which I started five months later, 
after submitting my thesis. 

postdoc trick of spending much more time than 
expected producing an epic paper that I 
considered very important and that isn’t (yet at 
least) anywhere near as well cited as it should be! 
Fieldwork is one of the most exciting parts of 
being a glaciologist, and getting a Royal Society 
research grant of £15,000 transformed my project 
by supporting two field seasons in Nepal for me 
along with two colleagues and our PhD student. 
What would have been a modelling-based project 
instead also involved working at Khumbu Glacier 
in Nepal for two field seasons last year, getting a 
much better understanding of the environment, 
and collecting a lot of valuable data in the field. As 
an added bonus, this grant showed that I could 
get my ideas funded and run a collaborative 
research project. One of the best things about 
research is working with a great group of 
interesting and entertaining people from lots of 
different countries, particularly in the field when 
there’s so much to learn each day and we can 
bounce ideas around.  

I started the Aberystwyth fellowship with lots 
of big ideas for new projects, which I now 
read back and wonder if I could achieve some 
of them by the time I retire, rather than in a 
couple of years. It took some time to get up 
to speed in a new field, so I published another 
paper from my thesis, and did the classic  

mailto:mog2@aber.ac.uk


BSG Postgraduate news                                                                                                          Summer 2015 

Recent blog posts: 
 
The BSG PG forum post monthly blog posts on our Wordpress site covering 
all aspects of PG life. This time, we have posts about attending the German 
Young Geomorphologists meeting, top tips for teaching geomorphology and 
using tablets in the field.  
 

To read the full articles go to bsgpostgrads.wordpress.com 
 
 

 
 

9th international meeting of the German 
Young Geomorphologists 
Mark, Rupert and Bradley, members of the BSG postgrad 
forum, recently travelled to Germany for the 9th 
international meeting of the German Young 
Geomorphologists. We’ve put together a brief overview of 
the weekend.  

Five top tips for teaching geomorphology 

The blogs on our website are regularly research-
focused, but an important and occasionally required 
part of doing a PhD, is assisting with teaching. In fact, if 
you would like a job in academia after finishing your 
PhD, it is extremely useful to teach … 

Apps in the field: PDF maps 
Exploring alternatives to carrying lots of paper maps into 
the field, this blog post looks at the potential for using 
PDF Maps, a phone and tablet based app, for 
transporting georeferenced map material into the field. 
The post discusses some of the functions of the app and 
how it might be useful to the field researcher.  
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OUTREACH OPORTUNITIES 
Communicating geomorphology 

 
Recent publications have highlighted the challenges currently faced in the 
communication of geomorphology, the decline in the use of the term in 
academic literature, and a lack of public awareness of what falls under the 
diverse umbrella of our discipline. In February 2015 the BSG funded a 3-
year Fixed Term Working Group to evaluate how geomorphology is 
perceived by a range of audiences; further details about the FTWG can be 
found on the BSG website here.  
The Group's first task is to gather information about communication 
activities/initiatives that are already in place, and to gauge opinion within 
the BSG membership on how we might improve the public's perception of 
geomorphology.  
We would appreciate 10-15 minutes of your time to complete this short 
survey to pass on your own experiences of communicating geomorphology. 
Any information you provide will be kept confidential. If you are interested, 
there is also an opportunity at the end of the questionnaire to register your 
interest in becoming a member of this Working Group. 
The questionnaire can be found here. 
 
Best wishes, 
Lucy Clarke, University of Gloucestershire (LClarke@glos.ac.uk) 
Emma Shuttleworth, University of Manchester 
(Emma.Shuttleworth@manchester.ac.uk) 
Daniel Schillereff, University of Liverpool (dns@liverpool.ac.uk) 
 
Links in full: 
FTWG page: http://geomorphology.org.uk/node/1024 
Survey: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/?sm=VnQdVlBbNOzR4NPEGsN5Xw%3d%3d  
  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/?sm=VnQdVlBbNOzR4NPEGsN5Xw==
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Geomorphological Techniques is a free online resource, outlining the current methods utilised in 
the particular specialist area of interest. The aim is to provide an up-to-date, evolving resource for 
geomorphologists to use and contribute towards. All articles are peer reviewed. 

Contribute your expertise 

Are you an expert on a particular geomorphological technique? Have you just written a methods 
chapter for your PhD and would like to share it with the world? Would you like to help others to 
avoid the pitfalls you have uncovered, or get a head start at applying a method to further 
geomorphic research? 

The BSG are looking for authors to volunteer articles to contribute to an updated, online version of 
Geomorphological Techniques. Each article should be approximately 2000 – 3000 words in length, 
outlining the current methods utilised in your specialist area and will be peer reviewed by at least 2 
specialists in the field. Honoraria of £200 are available for BSG members that author articles. 

Please contact the Publications Sub-Committee Secretary Dr. Lucy Clarke (LClarke@glos.ac.uk) if 
you are interested in contributing. The current table of contents is listed at 
http://www.geomorphology.org.uk/geomorph_techniques. 

  

  

  

Geomorphological techniques – call for contributions 

mailto:LClarke@glos.ac.uk
http://www.geomorphology.org.uk/geomorph_techniques
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Nominations for the Dick Chorley Medal for PG research 

Dick Chorley inspired and guided many Postgraduate students in geomorphology during their 
academic careers. As recognition for this commitment to serving the future of the discipline, BSG 
has decided to honour his memory by creating the Dick Chorley Medal and Prize (£500) for 
Postgraduate Research.  

The Dick Chorley Medal is awarded for “the most significant original published contribution to 
geomorphology by a current or recently graduated post-graduate student.” One paper will be 
considered, published (electronic or paper form) in an English language research journal. 
Nominated candidates must be within 3 years of obtaining their PhD. Note that anyone is allowed 
to nominate candidates (e.g. supervisors, external examiners, Heads of School, supervisory team 
members). 

Please visit http://www.geomorphology.org.uk/node/531 to nominate your peers. 

  

BSG Postgraduates 
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bsgpostgrads 

Keep in touch !!! 

Become a BSG expert 
 
As part of a drive to promote geomorphology, the BSG now has a Press Officer 
(Emma Shuttleworth), co-opted onto the Outreach sub-committee. The BSG is 
concerned that geomorphology expertise does not have a voice in the media, and 
would like to issue reactive press releases in response to major geomorphic events 
such as floods and earthquakes.  To do this we need to compile a list of BSG 
members who are happy to be contacted at short notice to act as an expert in their 
research field. You may be asked to write a short piece for a press release, and with 
your consent your contact details would be passed on to the press in case they 
needed to contact you for further information.  If you are interested in becoming 
one of our BSG Experts, then please email Emma at press@geomorphology.org.uk 
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